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Alabama Department of Mental Health requests increase in funding

During this week’s budget hearings, the Alabama Department of Mental Health (ADMH) made its case for

“level funding” before members of the state legislature.

“Level funding does not necessarily mean level services,” said A jDMH Commissioner James Perdue.

Perdue noted that because the cost of doctor visits, medications and other services continue to increase, the

reception of similar funding from last year may not provide services equivalent to the previous year.

“Nobody in the House or Senate is unsympathetic,” Perdue said. “All of them are compassionate men and women,

there’s just a limited amount of funds.”

After last year’s budget struggles, Perdue’s department was forced to close facilities in Decatur, Montgomery and

Mobile – facilities that provided beds to a number of mentally ill patients in the state – and there is “no hope” of

those facilities being reopened.

“It creates a very critical problem across the state,” Perdue said.”We’re busting at the seams, there’s a high demand

for services and we’re just not able to serve everyone.”

Currently the department cares for 6,000 people across the state with “intellectual or developmental disabilities”

and another 3,500 are in need of service.

Additionally, the department runs Taylor Hardin Hospital, a secure hospital for violent criminals who were released

on grounds of insanity, and Bryce Hospital, a secure facility for patients who are considered potentially dangerous.

Perdue doesn’t believe that there is an appetite for raising taxes to fill the possible budget gap and, for that reason,

his department is striving to find creative ways to provide the services that Alabamians need to combat mental

illness and its various manifestations.

The department plans to collaborate with the Department of Corrections to serve the mentally ill currently

incarcerated and address autism early with intense programming to avoid expensive rehabilitation later in patients’

lives.

“We’re certainly going to need further funding,” Perdue relented.

If the department receives less funding than it did last year, Perdue believes that many local programs designed to

aid the mentally ill will have to be cut.
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Alabama Today  will be the first place Alabamians of

influence go for an inside look at breaking statewide,

political and business news.

Led by Apryl Marie Fogel, a political activist with over

a decade of experience, the Alabama Today team

includes freelance news reporters, as well as guest

columnists from around the state.

According to Fogel: "My biggest goal for Alabama

Today is to provide up to the minute information that

will influence the direction of our state. Alabama

Today is a platform unlike any other in the state,

where news is news and opinion is opinion.   I'm

excited to focus on two subject areas that I am

passionate and dedicated to -- political news and

opinions and recognizing and growing influential

women."

Alabama Today is also the host of Context Alabama

where voices of experience and influence statewide

will regularly be published. Featuring

Alabama's  leading political consultants, grassroots

leaders and influencers Context Alabama will provide

commentary on the hottest topics.
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